Limited availability of medications for cancer patients.
We surveyed both chain and independent pharmacies within 10 counties of central South Carolina to determine the availability of certain medications that are often prescribed for patients during cancer treatment. One hundred twenty (59%) of the 202 surveys distributed were returned. Results indicate that many of the 65 products included in the survey are not stocked on a regular basis by the majority of the pharmacies that responded. Limited availability of these medications not only may prevent a patient from receiving timely drug therapy, but may exacerbate the anxieties and frustrations experienced by patients as they deal with their disease as well. This limited accessibility to medications could directly influence patient compliance. Therefore, patients need to be informed that availability is often limited, and that prescribed medications may require special ordering by their pharmacist. Awareness of this potential problem and increased communication among physicians, nurses, pharmacists, and patients could alleviate delays in drug therapy and improve the continuity of patient care.